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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's arguments, filed 1/23/06, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1- 
12 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of newly discovered prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1,4,5,7-13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Steiger (USPGP 2003/01 54842) in view of Martinez (USP 42361 91 ). 

Regarding Claim 1, Steiger discloses a guitar-like electronic musical instrument 
which comprises a sounding section 43 provided in a substantial central portion of a 
body of said electronic musical instrument 61 corresponding to a sound hole of a 
stringed musical instrument; a plurality of performance operators 14 provided on the 
body for performing tone-generation instructing operation corresponding to operation of 
a string on the stringed musical instrument and a tone generating processing section 
that generates a tone through said sounding section in response to operation of any one 
of said performance operators (para 0029). Steiger does not explicitly disclose a light 
emitting section provided in proximity to said performance operators and in a position 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,575 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2837 

corresponding to said sounding section and a light emission control section that controls 
light emission of said light emitting section. 

Martinez discloses an illuminated musical instrument which comprises a light 
emitting section (fiber optic ends 82 around sound hole 60) provided in proximity to 
performance operators (strings) and in a position corresponding to said sounding 
section (sound hole) and a light emission control section 32 that controls light emission 
of said light emitting section. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt the 
teachings of Steiger with those of Martinez, so as to allow for a pleasing visual effect. 

Regarding Claims 11-13, the Steiger/Martinez combination does not explicitly 
disclose a light emitting section provided in a continuous shape. It has been held that 
the making continuous of a limitation does not constitute nonobviousness (In re Dilnot, 
319 F.2d 188, 138 USPQ 248 (CCPA 1963)). 

Claims 2,3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Steiger in view of Martinez as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Haake 
(USP 5796025). 

The Steiger/Martinez combination as applied above discloses all features 
claimed but does not explicitly disclose that a light emission control section controls the 
light emission of said light emitting section in accordance with a performance tempo or a 
state of operation of the performance operator. 
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Haake discloses an illuminated electric stringed instrument which comprises a 
light emission control section controls the light emission of said light emitting section in 
accordance with a performance tempo or a state of operation of the performance 
operator (Col. 1 1 , lines 1 3-22, line 64 - Col. 12 line 5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt the 
Steiger/Martinez teachings with those of Haake, so as to allow for a more musically 
synchronized visual performance. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Aiba (USPGP 2004/0139847) is further cited to show related 
teachings in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Donels whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2061. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext 37. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272^1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 



